Stories4_TAP_Cv

13/02/08

04:50

Page 1

TIRÉ À PART

Stories
to Ponder

4

for Reading and
Understanding English
Marthe Blanchet
Blanchet
Marthe

Marthe Blanchet

Stories to Ponder
for Reading and Understanding English

4

9900, avenue des Laurentides, Montréal (Québec) H1H 4V1
Téléphone : (514) 329-3700 • 1 800 563-6644 (sans frais) • Télécopieur : (514) 329-0630
Site Internet : www.marie-france.qc.ca • Courriel : editions@marie-france.qc.ca

Stories to Ponder 4
for Reading and Understanding English

Révision linguistique :
Jean-Marie Jot
Correction d’épreuve s :
Doris Lizotte
Page couverture : Louis-Philippe St-Laurent
Mise en page : Hubert & Carrière

© 2008, Éditions Marie-France ltée
Tous droits réservés. Il est interdit de reproduire,
d’adapter ou de traduire l’ensemble ou toute
partie de cet ouvrage sans l’autorisation écrite du
propriétaire du copyright.

Dépôt légal 2e trimestre 2008
Bibliothèque et Archives Canada
Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec
ISBN 978-2-89168-929-8
Imprimé au Canada
Nous reconnaissons l’aide financière du gouvernement du Canada
par l’entremise du Programme d’aide au développement de l’industrie de l’édition pour nos activités d’édition.
Gouvernement du Québec - Programme de crédit d’impôt pour l’édition de livres - Gestion SODEC

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Story 1: THE LITTLE MATCH GIRL by Hans Christian Andersen (1805-1875) . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Story 2: THREE AND ONE ARE ONE by Ambrose Bierce (1842-1914?) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
Story 3: THE FOUR CLEVER BROTHERS by Jacob (1785-1863)
and Wilhelm (1786-1859) Grimm . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

Story 4: HEARTS AND HANDS by O. Henry (1862-1910) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29

Story 5: THE TELL-TALE HEART by Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38

Story 6: FORGIVENESS by Guy de Maupassant (1850-1893) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47

Story 7: A MOONLIGHT FABLE by H. G. Wells (1866-1946) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

Story 8: THE HAPPY PRINCE by Oscar Wilde (1854-1900) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .70

THE LITTLE MATCH GIRL
by Hans Christian Andersen
Most terribly cold it was; it snowed, and was nearly quite dark, and evening, the last evening of the year.
In this cold and darkness there went along the street a poor little girl, bareheaded, and with naked feet.
When she left home she had slippers on, it is true; but what was the good of that? They were very large
slippers, which her mother had hitherto worn; so large were they; and the poor little thing lost them as she
scuffled away across the street, because of two carriages that rolled by dreadfully fast.
One slipper was nowhere to be found; the other had been laid hold of by an urchin, and off he ran with it;
he thought it would do capitally for a cradle when he some day or other should have children himself. So
the little maiden walked on with her tiny naked feet, that were quite red and blue from cold. She carried a
quantity of matches in an old apron, and she held a bundle of them in her hand. Nobody had bought
anything of her the whole livelong day; no one had given her a single farthing.
She crept along trembling with cold and hunger, a very picture of sorrow, the poor little thing!
The flakes of snow covered her long fair hair, which fell in beautiful curls around her neck; but of that, of
course, she never once now thought. From all the windows the candles were gleaming, and it smelt so
deliciously of roast goose, for you know it was New Year's Eve; yes, of that she thought.
In a corner formed by two houses, of which one advanced more than the other, she seated herself down
and cowered together. Her little feet she had drawn close up to her, but she grew colder and colder, and to
go home she did not venture, for she had not sold any matches and could not bring a farthing of money:
from her father she would certainly get blows, and at home it was cold too, for above her she had only
the roof, through which the wind whistled, even though the largest cracks were stopped up with straw
and rags.
Her little hands were almost numbed with cold. Oh! a match might afford her a world of comfort, if she
only dared take a single one out of the bundle, draw it against the wall, and warm her fingers by it. She
drew one out. "Rischt!" how it blazed, how it burnt! It was a warm, bright flame, like a candle, as she held
her hands over it: it was a wonderful light. It seemed really to the little maiden as though she were sitting
before a large iron stove, with burnished brass feet and a brass ornament at top. The fire burned with such
blessed influence; it warmed so delightfully. The little girl had already stretched out her feet to warm them
too; but - the small flame went out, the stove vanished: she had only the remains of the burnt-out match
in her hand.
She rubbed another against the wall: it burned brightly, and where the light fell on the wall, there the wall
became transparent like a veil, so that she could see into the room. On the table was spread a snow-white
tablecloth; upon it was a splendid porcelain service, and the roast goose was steaming famously with its
stuffing of apple and dried plums. And what was still more capital to behold was, the goose hopped down
from the dish, reeled about on the floor with knife and fork in its breast, till it came up to the poor little
girl; when - the match went out and nothing but the thick, cold, damp wall was left behind. She lighted
another match. Now there she was sitting under the most magnificent Christmas tree: it was still larger,
and more decorated than the one which she had seen through the glass door in the rich merchant's house.
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Thousands of lights were burning on the green branches, and gaily-coloured pictures, such as she had seen
in the shop-windows, looked down upon her. The little maiden stretched out her hands towards them
when - the match went out. The lights of the Christmas tree rose higher and higher, she saw them now as
stars in heaven; one fell down and formed a long trail of fire.
"Someone is just dead!" said the little girl; for her old grandmother, the only person who had loved her,
and who was now no more, had told her, that when a star falls, a soul ascends to God.
She drew another match against the wall: it was again light, and in the lustre there stood the old
grandmother, so bright and radiant, so mild, and with such an expression of love.
"Grandmother!" cried the little one. "Oh, take me with you! You go away when the match burns out; you
vanish like the warm stove, like the delicious roast goose, and like the magnificent Christmas tree!" And
she rubbed the whole bundle of matches quickly against the wall, for she wanted to be quite sure of
keeping her grandmother near her. And the matches gave such a brilliant light that it was brighter than at
noon-day: never formerly had the grandmother been so beautiful and so tall. She took the little maiden, on
her arm, and both flew in brightness and in joy so high, so very high, and then above was neither cold, nor
hunger, nor anxiety, they were with God.
But in the corner, at the cold hour of dawn, sat the poor girl, with rosy cheeks and with a smiling mouth,
leaning against the wall, frozen to death on the last evening of the old year. Stiff and stark sat the child
there with her matches, of which one bundle had been burnt. "She wanted to warm herself," people said.
No one had the slightest suspicion of what beautiful things she had seen; no one even dreamed of the
splendour in which, with her grandmother she had entered on the joys of a new year.
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CONTENT ANALYSIS

1. Give the precise date (day + month) the story happens. Support your answer with words from the
text mentioning the paragraphs in which they were found.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
2. Describe the girl’s living conditions as completely as you can.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
3. How are we made to feel the girl is mistreated?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
4. What is the child’s and father’s livelihood?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
5. Give the meaning you think the following words have, based on your personal understanding of
them in the context they are used.
bareheaded (1st paragraph): ____________________________________________________
hitherto (1st paragraph): _______________________________________________________
scuffled (1st paragraph): _______________________________________________________
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dreadfully (1st paragraph): _____________________________________________________
urchin (2nd paragraph): ________________________________________________________
cradle (2nd paragraph): ________________________________________________________
livelong (2nd paragraph): _______________________________________________________
farthing (2nd paragraph): _______________________________________________________
crept (3rd paragraph): _________________________________________________________
sorrow (3rd paragraph): ________________________________________________________
fair (4th paragraph): ___________________________________________________________
gleaming (4th paragraph):_______________________________________________________
cowered (5th paragraph): _______________________________________________________
numbed (6th paragraph): _______________________________________________________
burnished (6th paragraph):______________________________________________________
vanished (6th paragraph): _______________________________________________________
veil (7th paragraph): ___________________________________________________________
behold (7th paragraph): ________________________________________________________
stuffing (7th paragraph):________________________________________________________
reeled (7th paragraph): _________________________________________________________
stretched out (8th paragraph): ___________________________________________________
soul (9th paragraph): __________________________________________________________
ascends (9th paragraph): _______________________________________________________
lustre (10th paragraph): ________________________________________________________
maiden (11th paragraph): _______________________________________________________
dawn (12th paragraph): ________________________________________________________
leaning (12th paragraph): _______________________________________________________
bundle (12th paragraph): _______________________________________________________
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6. When the girl lights up a match, she sees comforting images. Would they be real visions or
hallucinations? Develop and support your answer.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Could feeling so cold, tired and hungry have such consequences on a person’s mind? How?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
7. The girl leads a loveless life. Explain.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
8. The girl experiences a gamut of different feelings throughout the story. What are they?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

© Éditions Marie-France
Merci de ne pas photocopier.

5

Stories to Ponder 4
for Reading and Understanding English

9. Why does the girl resort to rubbing so many matches in the end?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
10. How do we know the girl died in peace?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
11. Would you classify this story as a fairy tale? To what extent is it and isn’t it one? Explain.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
12. What do you think happened or should have happened to the father after his daughter was
found dead?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Is poverty a justifiable excuse for the father to treat his daughter this way? Explain.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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13. If you had been in the girl’s predicament, would you have reacted in the same way? What
would you have done, done differently or not done?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
14. Briefly summarize the story from paragraphs 1 to 10.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Now write a new ending to the story by changing the conclusion (paragraphs 11 and 12). In
doing so, try to imitate the author’s style as much as possible.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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INFORMAL CLASS DISCUSSION
Discuss the answers to the next questions with the class:
The little match girl obviously suffered from fatherly neglect. The consequences were fatal in
her case. Other children in this predicament live on but are made to bear the effects a cruel
upbringing had on them.
- Child abuse can take on different forms. There is physical, sexual, verbal, emotional and
psychological abuse.
Which do you think is worse? Develop your answer.
- What are the short and long-term effects of abuse or negligence on a child?
- How can the adult life of the abused or neglected child be affected?
- Do you believe an abused child is at risk of becoming an abuser later on? Why?
- Is it possible for a person to completely recover from childhood neglect or ill-treatment?
If so, how? If not, why?
- What can be done to protect children from being abused?

© Éditions Marie-France
Merci de ne pas photocopier.

8

Stories to Ponder 4
for Reading and Understanding English

